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Are We Ready? 

As we move into the month of December and the season of Advent, it is vital that we 
prepare—both for Christ’s first coming as a lowly baby to save us, as well as His second 
coming in great glory with the holy angels to judge the living and the dead.  Let’s 
consider briefly what it means to be prepared and ready for that great Day of our Lord.  
As I perceive it, there are three vitally  important elements to being ready. 

First, are we saved?  That is, are we sincere believers in the Triune God—Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit?  Have we been baptized into that holy name as Matthew 28:19 tells 
us?  Do we trust in Christ—His person and His work—alone for our salvation?   Do we 
realize that only He is the Savior of the world?  “When He shall come with trumpet 
sound, Oh may I then in Him be found, Clothed in His righteousness alone, Redeemed 
to stand before His throne.”  (LSB #575, v. 4) 

Second, are we living a sanctified Christian life as we await our Lord’s return?  That is, 
do we recognize that we are called to live separately from the world’s standards of 
morality?  We read in I Thessalonians 4:3-4:  “It is God’s will that you should be 
sanctified:  that you should avoid sexual immorality; that each of you should learn to 
control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable.”  God calls us to live holy 
lives.  We do this by the guidance and grace of God’s Holy Spirit, who is Himself holy 
and calls and enables us to be holy also. 

Third, are we busy about the task of serving others in Jesus’ name and sharing the 
gospel with those near and far?  We are called not only to have faith and believe, but 
we are called to a life of good works.  See Ephesians 2:8-10.  While good works do not 
save us, nor does God need our good works, our neighbor needs them.  As children of 
God and stewards of God’s mysteries, we are all to be about the task of our 
congregation’s mission:  “Give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name, and make known 
among the nations what He has done.”  (Psalm 105:1) 

Jesus puts it this way in Matthew 24:45-46:  “Who then is the faithful and wise servant 
whom the master has put in charge of the servants in His household to give them their 
food at the proper time?  It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing 
so when he returns.”   

Fellow saved, sanctified, servants of the living Lord, God’s grace to you this Advent as 
we prepare and eagerly look forward to His comings!  Come, Lord Jesus! 
 



  

 

We Welcome Pastor Wayne Bernau as our Vacancy Pastor. 

Here are a few details to help us get to know him and Donna better. 

Wayne is the fourth child of Ernest and Luana Bernau, both of who grew up in 
Whittemore, Iowa.  When Wayne was 3, his parents bought a small farm in southeast 
Minnesota, near the town of Fountain.  There he grew up with his four brothers and 
three sisters. 

After graduating from Preston High School in 1973, he attended Concordia College in 
St. Paul for two years.  He then transferred to Concordia Senior College in Fort Wayne 
and graduated in 1977.  Following college, he enrolled in Concordia Seminary in St. 
Louis and graduated in May of 1981.  Just before his vicarage year in Cleveland, he and 
Donna Fuchssteiner were married in Lansing, IL in June of 1979. 

Pastor Bernau’s first call was to the triple parish of Royalton, Dixville, and Ramey, MN.  
Six of the Bernau’s 9 children were born during their 11 years there.  In 1992 Pastor 
Bernau received and accepted a call to serve with God’s people at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church and School of Courtland, MN  (just west of Mankato).  Their service there lasted 
32 years. 

Pastor Bernau retired on June 30 of this year.  The next day he and Donna moved to 
Madison, SD to be near their youngest daughter, Ruth Robertson, and her husband 
Tyler and young children Taylor and Axel. 

The Bernau’s appreciate our area and our congregation of St. Peters and are excited to 
be among us for a season as we gather together to share the Word of God, Christian 
fellowship, the Sacraments, and Prayer. 

Pastor Bernau’s hobby is woodworking and he enjoys hunting. He also likes to bike and 
is a passionate recycler of “Metals for Missions.”  Donna’s calling is as a Christian wife 
and mother and also a preschool teacher.  They look forward to getting to know you 
better and encouraging you in the Christian faith! 

 

 

 



New from the Blog in Leap of Faith ~ Matthew Baker 

 

https://pamelabaker08.wixsite.com/so/tr/e8e543cf-d842-4264-9a9e-26f0fb1ac796/c?w=FMRvwRjO9NMee6nOcvutYzJyDOkCLEruEPLmcbqyS-8.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmFrZXJsZWFwb2ZmYWl0aC5jb20vIiwiciI6IjU3N2E0M2ZkLWNmOTktNGZjNC1iYjY4LWJjMjQ3NGFmMWQyZSIsImMiOiIyMzE2MjM1Ni00YmNiLTQwODQtYjRiZi1mMTEwODA5Mzg5OTMiLCJtIjoibWFpbCJ9


It is that time of the year that we begin to prepare for the celebration of Jesus’ birth.  

Sunday School Children will begin preparing for the Christmas Eve service. 

December 1st & 8th they will practice until 11:30 am. 

December 15th & 22nd they will practice until 11:45 am. 

The Theme this year is: 

 

 

During the season of Advent, we prepare to celebrate the birth of God’s Son, who was 

given the name Jesus—a Hebrew name that means “God saves.” In addition to His earthly 

name, Holy Scripture calls Jesus by various titles which describe something about His 

person or work. In this year’s Advent series, we are going to examine four titles given to 

Jesus in Isaiah 9:6. Those titles are “Wonderful Counselor,” “Mighty God,” “Everlasting 

Father,” and “Prince of Peace.” We will learn how each of these titles describes something 

about who Jesus is and what He did for our salvation. 

 

 

 

 



DECEMBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 
 

 

 
 

DECEMBER BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Terry & Deb  Reck 

Kasey & Lacey  Gehrels 

Jake & Marryn  Hemmer 

Dan & Bonnie  Lindholm 

Mason Lindholm 
Diana Maas 
Jason Fischer 
Lori Lindholm 

Olerick Welton 
Levi Bonstead 

Rachel Lindholm 
Luanna Shuck 
Darlene Iverson 
Rilynn Zillgitt 
Olivia Cacho 

Ella Fischer 
Kathy Dorow 
Grace Feige 

Sawyer Fedeler 
Matt Tweet 
Brett Schneider 

Marryn Hemmer 
Verl Uthe 
Arla Baumberger 

Terry Feldmann 



DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Hazel Foster 
Grace Feige 

Ella Fischer 
Loren Lindholm 

Mathew Voy 
Rowdy Seitz 
Shirley Hess 
Brett Schneider 

Marryn Hemmer 
Arla Baumberger 
Gale Maas 
Kay Mendel 

Kadyn Gehrels 
Darlene Iverson 
Sawyer Fedeler 
Kaelie Lindholm 
Parker Gerry 
Heidi Schneider 
Carrol Olson 
Marlys Arneson 
Ashley Milbrandt 
Logan Reck 
Adam Welton 
Garret Olson 
Justin Baumberger 
Kim Hemmer 

Cade  Fischer 
Brooke Grass 

Noel  Wareham 



To read the Bible in one year:  
SUGGESTED BIBLE READINGS FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 

 
DATE  FIRST READING SECOND READING 
 
December 1  Luke 1:46-55   Revelation 1-2 

December 2  Psalm 1   Revelation 3-5 

December 3  Psalm 2   Revelation 6-8 

December 4  Psalm 3   Revelation 9-11 

December 5  Psalm 4   Revelation 12-14 

December 6  Psalm 5   Revelation 15-17 

December 7  Psalm 6   Revelation 18-20 

December 8  Psalm 7   Revelation 21-22 

December 9  Psalm 8   Isaiah 1-3 

December 10  Psalm 9   Isaiah 4-6 

December 11  Psalm 10   Isaiah 7-9 

December 12  Psalm 11   Isaiah 10-12 

December 13  Psalm 12   Isaiah 13-15 

December 14  Psalm 13   Isaiah 16-18 

December 15  Psalm 14   Isaiah 19-21 

December 16  Psalm 15   Isaiah 22-24 

December 17  Psalm 16   Isaiah 25-27 

December 18  Psalm 17   Isaiah 28-30 

December 19  Psalm 18   Isaiah 31-33 

December 20  Psalm 19   Isaiah 34-36 

December 21  Psalm 20   Isaiah 37-39 

December 22  Psalm 21   Isaiah 40-42 

December 23  Psalm 22   Isaiah 43-45 

December 24  Psalm 23   Isaiah 46-48 

December 25  Psalm 24   Isaiah 49-51 

December 26  Psalm 25   Isaiah 52-54 

December 27  Psalm 26   Isaiah 55-57 

December 28  Psalm 27   Isaiah 58-60 

December 29  Psalm 28   Isaiah 61-63 

December 30  Psalm 29   Isaiah 64-66 

December 31  Luke 1:46-55   Mark 1 



DECEMBER 2024  
Altar Guild: Jill Martin ~ Mandie Miller ~ Lori Hogrefe 

 
         SUNDAY                                                         MONDAY        TUESDAY                    WEDNESDAY                            THURS   FRI        SAT               

1     
Sunday, Dec. 1 - 9:00 am Worship w/Holy Communion 
Acolyte: Kolter Gehrels 
Greeters: Sheldon & Jessica Foster Family 
Organist: Peg George  
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study  
Board of Education Meeting 

2 3 4  4:00 pm ~ Confirmation, Bible History, & Bells 
6:00 pm ~ Midweek Advent Service 
Acolyte: Riggins Seitz 
Greeters: Jerry & Julie Gehrels 
Organist: Peg George 
6:30 pm ~ Advent Supper 
7:00 pm ~ Youth Group 

5 6 7 

8      
Sunday, Dec. 8 - 9:00 am Worship w/Holy Communion 
Acolyte: Abigail Eppe 
Greeters: Jon & Danielle Gehrels Family 
Organist: Peg George  
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study  

9 
 

7:00 pm ~ 
Altar Guild 

10 

 

11  4:00 pm ~ Confirmation, Bible History, & Bells 
6:00 pm ~ Midweek Advent Service 
Acolyte: Natalie Feige 
Greeters: Kasey & Lacey Gehrels Family; Kayden 
Gehrels 
Organist: Peg George 
6:30 pm ~ Advent Supper 
7:00 pm ~ Youth Group 
7:00 pm ~ Elders Meeting 

12 13 14 

 

15 
Sunday Dec. 15 - 9:00 am Worship  
Acolyte: Sophia Fischer 
Greeters: Bill & Peg George 
Organist: Peg George 
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study  

16  

 

17 

 

18  4:00 pm ~ Confirmation, Bible History, & Bells 
6:00 pm ~ Midweek Advent Service 
Acolyte: Landen McManus 
Greeters: Leon & Melissa Gerry; Parker Gerry 
Organist: Peg George 
6:30 pm ~ Advent Supper 
7:00 pm ~ Youth Group 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

22 
Sunday Dec. 22 - 9:00 am Worship w/Holy Communion 
Acolyte: Presley Schneider 
Greeters: Shelia Gerry; Nathan Gerry 
Organist: Peg George 
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study  

23 

NEWS 
LETTER 
DEAD-LINE 

24     6:00 pm ~ 
Children’s Christmas 
Eve Service     
Acolyte: Head Usher        
Greeters: Elders      
Organist: Peg George 

25  NO MIDWEEK CLASSES, BELLS, OR YOUTH 
GROUP 
  
9:00 am Worship 
Acolyte: Jayden Delfs 
Greeters: Elders 
Organist: Peg George 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

29       Sunday Dec. 29 - 9:00 am Worship  
Acolyte: Darwin Lindholm 
Greeters: Tom Graff 
Organist: Peg George 
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study  

30 31     

 


